Cameraman 
For CNN 
Electrocuted 

By Peter Y. Hong 

' ' Washington Post Staff Writer 

A Cable News Network camera- 
man covering the arraignment of 
alleged spy Aldrich Ames and his 
. wife was electrocuted yesterday in 
Alexandria when the truck- 
mounted antenna he was raising hit 
a 19,900-volt power line, author- 
ities said. 

. ' Lloyd Alfred Battle, 37, was sit- 
ting in the side doorway of his 
crew’s broadcast van with his feet 
; on the ground when he began to 
raise the van’s 40-foot aluminum 
antenna about 1:55 p.m., said his 
partner, cameraman Randy Soren- 
son. 

: As the antenna rose, it struck a 
power line about 35 feet above the 
ground, Sorenson said, sending a 
burst of electricity through the an- 
tenna, the van and Battle, whose 
body was set on fire. Rescue work- 
• ers could not revive Battle, who 
received a charge more than four 
times as powerful as that of an 
"electric chair, authorities said. 

‘ “I heard a loud electrical noise, 
and as I turned in response, I could 
see his feet jump. They were smol- 
dering, and I could smell the burn- 
ing rubber of his shoes,” said Mi- 
chael Williamson, a Washington 
Post photographer who was cov- 
ering the arraignment of Ames and 
- his wife, Maria, at U.S. Magistrate 
Court. Williamson was standing a 
few yards from Battle in the 300 
block of North Fairfax Street. 

The electrical charge sparked a 
three-foot-wide ball of fire under 
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Tom Campbell, above, who tried 
to help victim, stands by the CNN ; 
van. At right. Tad Dukehart, left, 
and Bruce Bookholtz comfort 
fellow cameraman Bruce Ferder. 

the van, Sorenson said. The force 
also blasted a 14-inch-wide crater 
in the dirt where Battle’s feet had 
touched the ground. 

The shock set Battle’s sweat 
shirt on fire, Williamson said, and 
a bystander threw a towel on Bat- 
tle to try to put out the blaze. 

Alexandria paramedics per- 
formed cardiopulmonary resus- 
citation on Battle for about 20 
minutes before taking him to Al- 
exandria Hospital, where he was 
dead on arrival, fire spokeswoman 
Jane Davidson said. 

Battle, of the White Oak section 
of Montgomery County, worked for 
Potomac Television Services 
Corp., a Washington company that 
supplies field crews to CNN. Battle 
worked only for CNN while em- 
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ployed by Potomac, CNN spokes- 
woman Paige A. Prill said. 

Prill said that Battle, who had 
been in TV news 13 years, worked 
as a field technician, cameraman 
and soundman, but was known as a 
microwave specialist “A1 Battle’s 
colleagues at CNN are deeply sad- 
dened by this tragic loss to all of us. 
We will miss him,” she said. 

Sorenson, who was across the 
street setting up a camera when 
Battle was electrocuted, said he 
and Battle initially parked the van 
in a lot behind the magistrate’s 
office but were told by the build- 
ing’s management to move it. 
They then parked it on North 
Fairfax Street, he said. 

The street, like many others in 
the Washington area, is crowned in 


the middle to improve drainage. 
When he parked the van on the 
street. Battle had to position the 
van on an incline that put the pow- 
er line in the path of the antenna. 

Sorenson said that to prevent 
such accidents, camera crews rou- 
tinely level a van by using jacks or 
by putting one side of it up on the 
curb. He also said that Battle had 
noticed the power lines before yes- 
terday’s accident and that they had 
discussed raising the side of the 
van nearest the curb with jacks, but 
decided not to. 

“He said it was dangerous,” said 
a shaken Sorenson, who said he 
couldn’t understand how the acci- 
dent happened. “ . . . From the po- 
sition he was sitting in, he had to 
be looking up at the [power] lines.” 


